[Treatment of subacute cardiac rupture after myocardial infarction].
Five successfully treated cases of subacute cardiac rupture after myocardial infarction are described. There were 4 men and 1 woman, ranging in age from 51 to 71 years. Two patients had systemic hypertension. Rupture occurred during the first myocardial infarction in all patients. The interval from the onset of myocardial infarction to cardiac rupture ranged from 1 to 6 days (mean 4 days). In one patient, the rupture was repaired under cardiopulmonary bypass using an autologous pericardial patch over the infarcted myocardium. Two patients underwent sutureless repair with fibrin glue; one of them developed a left ventricular pseudoaneurysm 2 years after the operation, requiring resection. These three patients were operated on through a median sternotomy. The remaining two patients were treated for cardiac tamponade by pericardial drainage through a subxiphoid incision; one died 38 days after the operation due to congestive heart failure. The four surviving patients are currently well 22, 39, 41 and 60 months after surgery. In summary, a conservative approach may be effective for treatment of subacute cardiac rupture.